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Palestinian civil society denounces Bashar Masri’s normalization 
with Israel as undermining the struggle for Palestinian rights 
 
Occupied Palestine, 10 September 2012 -- The Palestinian Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions National Committee (BNC), the largest 
coalition in Palestinian civil society that includes Palestinian political 
parties, unions, NGOs and grassroots organisations and leads the 
global BDS movement, strongly condemns the participation of 
Palestinian businessman Bashar Masri in the Israeli High Tech Industry 
Association (HTIA) annual conference taking place between the 10th 
and 12th of September in Haifa and Jerusalem.1 Other speakers to the 
conference include Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Nir 
Barakat, the Israeli mayor of occupied Jerusalem. Masri will be 
speaking at a panel with Israeli businessman in a conference that is 
supported by the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, among other Israeli 
state bodies. Masri’s participation in this conference constitutes an act 
of normalization with Israel that helps it whitewash its ongoing 
occupation, colonization and apartheid against the Palestinian people 
and that undermines the Palestinian struggle for freedom, justice and 
self determination.  
 
The institutions and individuals at the helm of this propaganda 
conference that aims to promote Israel to the world as a “high-tech 
haven” are active participants in the oppression of Palestinians and 
persistent violators of international law. Israel’s high-tech industry is a 
major partner of the Israeli military-security complex and depends on it 
for its growth and success.2 Exports from the Israeli high-tech industry 
help sustain the military budget.3 It is therefore unsurprising that the 
conference enjoys the full backing of Israel’s ruling elite with the high-
tech industry accounting for one-third of Israel’s GDP and constituting a 
key pillar to Israel’s hegemony in the region.4  
 
The symbiotic relationship between Israel’s high-tech industry and 
military complex is built in part on the back of Palestinians since Israel 
uses its military occupation of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to 
battle-test, or field-test, its technological advances and invest that in 
promoting its international military sales. In one such instance, Amnesty 
International found evidence of victims dying of unusual wounds during 
Israel’s 2008/9 assault on Gaza due to use of unspecified new 
weapons.5 This practice provides the starkest example of Israel 
profiting directly from the lives of Palestinians, which Israel makes no 
secret in considering dispensable and of inferior value.6 All this has led 
the BNC to call for a comprehensive military embargo on Israel7, 
including on high-tech companies that are complicit in its violations of 
international law. 

 
Masri’s support for this conference despite the public nature of these 
facts constitutes a shameless act of normalization of the worst type that 
trivializes the sacrifice of those Palestinians that on a daily basis 
struggle to defend their rights and dignity. These include the Palestinian 



 
prisoners currently risking their lives on hunger strike in Israeli jails and Jerusalemites who are 
facing a vicious and escalating Israeli campaign of ethnic cleansing advanced by the apartheid 
Jerusalem Municipality of Nir Barakat.    
 
To make matters worse, this year’s HTIA conference will commemorate the centennial of Israel’s 
Technion University, an institution that plays an active role in the dispossession of Palestinians. 
To cite just one example among many8, Technion has led in the development of the armoured 
Caterpillar-manufactured D9 remote-controlled bulldozer used by the Israeli military to demolish 
Palestinian houses. Technion is target of an international boycott called for by Palestinian 
academics9 and international solidarity groups in Canada10 and the US11, among other countries. 
It is disconcerting to see a Palestinian breaking the boycott, as Masri is deliberately doing, when 
hundreds of academics worldwide have adhered to it as an act of principled solidarity and have 
even put their careers on the line to stand up to its detractors.  
 
Bashar Masri’s commitment to this conference is not out of line with his other dealings with Israel 
in subversion of the Palestinian-led global BDS campaign to isolate Israel, an effort that has 
enjoyed unprecedented success worldwide and constitutes one of the most effective tools 
Palestinians have for accountability and justice in the face of growing Israeli criminality and 
impunity. Contrary to Masri’s claims to be working for “building Palestine” through his business 
dealings, his actions have in fact been more in harmony with Israel’s declared policy of “economic 
peace” for the West Bank, that is, the sidelining of basic Palestinian rights, including the right to 
self determination of all Palestinians, in favour of economic gains for an elite minority, part of 
Israel’s carrot and stick approach that rewards obedience to Israeli dictates.12 The failure of this 
policy, spearheaded by Netanyahu, has manifested itself in the abject poverty, growing 
malnutrition, and joblessness that have prevailed among Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian 
territory, particularly in the besieged Gaza Strip and the so-called Area C of the West Bank, 
controlled by Israel.  
 
Bashar al-Masri has been an active supporter and participant in the Israeli-Palestinian Chamber of 
Commerce (IPCC), an Israeli-established and controlled body based in Tel Aviv designed to 
advance the economic exploitation of Palestinians and Palestinian resources under occupation. 
One of the stated goals of the IPCC is to provide business intelligence and facilitate deals for 
Israeli businessmen in the Palestinian market.13 The organization is headed by Israeli Lt. Col (ret) 
Avi Nudelman, an Israeli military official who spent most of his career in the intelligence apparatus 
or as a high-level commander for the Israeli military.14  Masri participated in the opening gala of 
the IPCC and lectured before its [Israeli] members at least once about the prospects of investing 
in the Palestinian economy. According to Masri himself, "Israeli businessmen come to me time 
and time again seeking help in entering the Palestinian market and the Arab world."15  
 
The BNC had publicly condemned this blatant economic normalization, in particular through the 
construction of the planned city of Rawabi, north of Ramallah, as news became known that Israeli 
companies were “invited” to bid for contracts.16 More recently, Masri was quoted as warmly 
inviting Israelis themselves to “buy apartments” in Rawabi.17 Indeed, in 2009 there was outrage 
when Bayti Real Estate, which Masri jointly owns with the Qatari Diar group, had accepted a 
donation of trees for Rawabi from the Jewish National Fund (JNF), the Zionist entity that 
“pioneered” the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians since before the 1948 Nakba and is now involved 
in an effort to displace thousands of Palestinian citizens of Israel from the Naqab.18 The trees had 
remained in place months after Masri had committed to replace them in response to public 
pressure.19  



 
To conceive Rawabi, Masri sought the services of Israeli architect Moshe Safdie, who reportedly 
took Masri on a tour of one of his projects, the planned city of Modi’in.20 Part of the Modi’in 
complex is in fact a West Bank settlement, Modi’in Illit, illegally built on the lands of the village of 
Bil’in for which weekly protests are organized at the cost of violent Israeli repression. Safdie, who 
is a main architect of an illegal Jewish settlement in the Old City of Jerusalem21, has also 
conceived the design for the Mamilla Mall in the eastern part of occupied Jerusalem and owns a 
house built over property belonging to Palestinians as a settler in the Old City.22 
 
Masri was in the news last year as a bidder for the financially troubled illegal Israeli settlement of 
Nof Zion, built in the middle of the Palestinian neighborhood of Jabal Mukabber in the eastern part 
of occupied Jerusalem.23 For both of these endeavors, Rawabi and Nof Zion, Masri hired the 
services of his counterpart, businessman Dov Weisglass, Ariel Sharon’s former advisor, widely 
quoted for his summing up of Israel’s siege of Gaza. Weisglass said, “'the idea is to put the 
Palestinians on a diet, but not to make them die of hunger.”24 This policy has been confirmed in 
practice through a court petition whereby Israel counted minimum calories each Palestinian in 
Gaza was entitled to.25 That Masri would partner with someone accused of complicity in war 
crimes against the Palestinian people to forward his business interests is inexcusable.   
 
More recently Masri entered into partnership with Maurice Levy, the French Zionist owner of the 
multinational advertising corporation Publicis. Levy purchased a stake at Masri’s firm - Zoom 
Advertising - and acquired at the same time the Israeli ad agency BBR group, in effect merging 
the two. With this move, Levy declared his intention of building peace “through strong 
economies.”26 As is typical in the discourse of so-called “liberal Zionists,” Levy never mentioned 
Palestinian rights or Israel’s role in denying them. One of Levy’s “peace” projects includes a 
partnership with the Peres Center for Peace to get Israelis and Palestinians to donate blood to 
each other, presumably to bring both sides closer together, a particularly detestable idea given 
Israeli apartheid policies and the scope of Israel’s killing and injuring of Palestinians on a daily 
basis.27  
 
Last June, Masri participated as a speaker in the Israeli Presidential Conference, an event 
“inspired by the vision of the President of the State of Israel Shimon Peres”.28 This “vision” could 
have been the development of Israel’s nuclear weapons program for which Peres is credited29 or 
the Qana massacre in 1996 that killed 102 Lebanese civilians seeking refuge at a UN building30. 
Peres is one of Israel’s “demographic threat” soothsayers, warning against the threat of 
Palestinian babies to the Jewish character of Israel. Despite this, Masri is known to maintain open 
relations of cordiality not just with numerous Israeli businessmen31 but with Peres himself.32 
 
Other normalization initiatives conducted through the auspices of Masri’s multi-million dollar 
business ventures include efforts to take Palestinian farmers to learn from Israelis “desert farming 
techniques”.33 With Israel appropriating almost 90 per cent of the water from the West Bank, these 
initiatives could be seen as teaching Palestinians to adapt to Israeli occupation instead of 
challenging these illegal measures.34 
 
These are just a few of Masri’s dealings with Israeli political and business elite as a means to 
advance personal interests and profit making at the expense of Palestinian rights. The 
achievements and continuing growth of the Palestinian-led BDS movement worldwide in raising 
the price of Israel’s occupation, colonization and apartheid and refocusing on the comprehensive, 
UN-sanctioned rights of all Palestinians, including of the millions of refugees who are denied their 
right to return, have necessitated an honest commitment to the principles of the Palestinian cause 



over which a national consensus is built upon. The fact that Palestinians are now taking to the 
streets protesting economic policies is testament to the failed model advanced by Masri and 
promoted by Israel.  
 
The demand is clear: Bashar Masri and his companies must end all normalization activities with 
Israel and its complicit institutions, beyond the bare necessity that all Palestinian businesses in the 
occupied territory must reckon with. Palestinian civil society has always stood -- almost 
unanimously -- behind boycotting normalizing businesses and institutions. We call for civil, 
peaceful, morally-consistent accountability measures against Masri’s businesses, especially 
Rawabi, and all other Palestinian businesses proven to be involved in undermining our struggle for 
our inalienable rights.  
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